
 

 
 

Lord’s Day Worship 
Third Week of Advent 

 

December 15, 2024 
 
 

GOD INVITES US TO WORSHIP HIM 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                        Luke 1:1-14 

Rev. Dave Lindberg 
 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 
the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he 
was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was 
with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, 
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign 
for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying, 

 

“Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 
*SONG                                             THE FIRST NOEL 

1 
The first Noel the angel did say, 
Was to certain poor shepherds  

in fields as they lay. 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 

On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

 
Chorus 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 
Born is the King of Israel. 



2 
They looked up and saw a star, 

Shining in the east, beyond them far, 
And to the earth it gave great light, 

And so it continued both day and night. 
(chorus) 

3 
Then let us all with one accord, 

Sing praises to our heavenly Lord; 
That hath made heaven and earth  

of naught, 
And with His blood mankind hath bought. 

(chorus) 
© PublicDomian 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                     Question 1 of the Heidelberg Catechism 

 
Christians, what do you believe? 

 
I believe that my only comfort in life and in death is:  
 
That I am not my own, 

but that I belong, body and soul,  
to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.  

He has fully paid for all my sins  
with his precious blood,  
and has set me free  
from the tyranny of the devil.  

He also watches over me in such a way  
that without the will of my Heavenly Father 
not a hair can fall from my head;  
in fact, all things must work together  
for my salvation.  

Therefore, because I belong to him,  
Christ, by his Holy Spirit,  
assures me of eternal life 
and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready,  
from now on, to live for him. Amen. 

 
*SONG     GOD OF EVERY GRACE 

 

1 
O let not this world of sorrows steal  

my only hope away 
For the power of Your gospel shines within 

this jar of clay 
In affliction You bring wisdom that my 

comforts can displace 
How my true and greatest treasure is in You 

the God of grace 

 
Chorus  

Now to the God of ev'ry grace  
Who counts my tears,  
Who holds my days 

I sing through sorrow, sing with faith,  
Oh praise the God of ev'ry grace 

 



2 
Weary with the weight I carry,  
give me wings of faith to rise 

For You know each grief that lingers 
through the watches of the night 

Surely You have borne our suff'rings,  
at the cross took up our pain 

And You lead us unto glory as we trust 
You, God of grace 

(chorus) 

3 
There's a dawning hope before us  

that I know is soon to break 
As I wait upon Your mercy which will 

swallow ev'ry ache 
Cries of joy and songs of vict'ry  
when we enter Heaven's gates 

All Your children home together, all with 
You, the God of grace 

(chorus x2) 
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GOD CLEANSES US FROM OUR SIN 

 
CONFESSION OF SIN                                      

 
Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and too deep to 
undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our hearts can no longer 
bear, and what has become for us a consuming fire of judgment. Set us free 
from a past that we cannot change; open to us a future in which we can be 
changed; and grant us grace to grow more and more in your likeness and image, 
through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. Amen. 

 
Reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook,  

© 2004, Faith Alive Christian Resources 
 
SILENT CONFESSION 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                      Titus 3:4-7 
 

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not 
because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. 
 
Leader: In Christ you are forgiven. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
SONG                                                JOYFUL, JOYFUL, WE ADORE THEE 
(Collection of tithes, gifts and offerings) 

 
1 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee 
God of glory, Lord of love 

Hearts unfold like flow'rs before Thee 
Opening to the sun above

 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness 

Drive the dark of doubt away 
Giver of immortal gladness 
Fill us with the light of day 



2 
All Thy works with joy surround Thee 

Earth and heav'n reflect Thy rays 
Stars and angels sing around Thee 

Center of unbroken praise 
Field and forest, vale and mountain 

Flowery meadow, flashing sea 
Chanting bird and flowing fountain 

Call us to rejoice in Thee 

3 
Thou art giving and forgiving 

Ever blessing, ever blest 
Wellspring of the joy of living 

Ocean depth of happy rest 
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother 

All who live in love are Thine 
Teach us how to love each other 

Lift us to the joy divine 
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*SCRIPTURE READING                                         Psalm 2 
                               Carolyn Bush 

 
 

1 Why do the nations rage 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
2 The kings of the earth set themselves, 
    and the rulers take counsel together, 
    against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying, 
3 “Let us burst their bonds apart 
    and cast away their cords from us.” 
 

4 He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
    the Lord holds them in derision. 
5 Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 
    and terrify them in his fury, saying, 
6 “As for me, I have set my King 
    on Zion, my holy hill.” 
 

7 I will tell of the decree: 
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; 
    today I have begotten you. 
8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 
    and the ends of the earth your possession. 
9 You shall break them with a rod of iron 
    and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.” 
 

10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 
    be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
11 Serve the LORD with fear, 
    and rejoice with trembling. 
12 Kiss the Son, 
    lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, 
    for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

 
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 



PASTORAL PRAYER                                 Elder Billy Hollingsworth 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

GOD FEEDS US FROM HIS WORD 
 
*SERMON TEXT                                         Galatians 4:4-7 

 
4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 
as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir 
through God. 

 
Leader:   The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God! 

 
SERMON                                         Rev. Dave Lindberg 
 

“In The Fullness of Time: The Son Came for Our Adoption” 
 
 

GOD FEEDS US AT HIS TABLE 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

 CTK welcomes all baptized believers who are communing members of gospel-believing churches 
to participate in the Supper. 

 Gluten-free and nut-free bread is in a small box on the plate. 
 
SONG DURING COMMUNION                                  INSTRUMENTAL 

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
©1991 Hartsell 

 
  



*SONG    GOD REST YE MERRY, GENTLEMEN 
 

1 
God rest you merry, gentlemen 

Let nothing you dismay; 
Remember, Christ, our Savior 
Was born on Christmas Day 

To save us all from Satan's pow’r 
When we were gone astray. 

 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 

Comfort and joy, 
O tidings of comfort and joy 

 
2 

From God our Heavenly Father 
A blessed angel came; 

And unto certain shepherds 
Brought tidings of the same: 

How that in Bethlehem was born 
The Son of God by Name. 

 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 

Comfort and joy, 
O tidings of comfort and joy 

 
3 

Now to the Lord sing praises, 
All you within this place, 

And in true love and fellowship 
Each other now embrace; 

This holy tide of Christmas 
Is filled in heav’nly grace. 

 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 

Comfort and joy, 
O tidings of comfort and joy 
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GOD SENDS US WITH HIS BLESSING 

 
*BLESSING                                      1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 
 

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and 
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is 
faithful; he will surely do it. 
 

*DOXOLOGY/DISMISSAL 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below; 
Praise him above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

  



 
SERMON NOTES 

“In The Fullness of Time: The Son Came for Our Adoption” 
Galatians 4:4-7  



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
Advent  
We remember with great joy our Lord’s first coming as a child in Advent. Join your church 
family for the following events in December: 
 

 Social Hour Cookies 
Bring your favorite Christmas cookie or pastry to share each Sunday morning in Advent 
beginning at 9:30 am until 10:15. 
 

 Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols 
Tuesday, December 24 at 5 pm at The Old Gym. 
 

Singing for Kids on Christmas Eve 
All children are invited to lead the song Away in a Manger, for the Christmas Eve Lessons and 
Carols service. If you would like to participate, please see our music director, Julie Lindberg, for 
sheet music and instructions. You can also send an email to julie@ctktexas.com. 
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